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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

LOCAL SCHOOL TO RECEIVE LYNNE KOSKY 
MEMORIAL VCAL GRANT  

Rutherglen High School is among eight schools who will receive a Lynne Kosky 
Memorial Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) Grant. Member 
for Northern Victoria Jaclyn Symes said the grants provide important financial 
support to the selected VCAL providers to develop outstanding learning initia-
tives for their students that involve strong community participation. 

The grants acknowledge the outstanding contribution made to education and training 
in Victoria by Lynne Kosky, the former Victorian Education Minister, who passed 
away in December 2014.  Each recipient will receive a grant of $6,250 to implement 
their respective learning initiative during 2020.  

Rutherglen High School VCAL students will use the grant to research, develop and 
promote a community based art history trail. The students will create the trail, which 
would allow individuals and groups to take self-tours of Rutherglen to locate histori-
cal, cultural and current information about the former gold rush town. The students 
would come up with the concept for the trail, produce the marketing material and 
signage, as well as work with local arts and information groups in order to imple-
ment their project.  

The aim of the grants is to provide support to VCAL providers to implement an initi-
ative that will extend student progress and attainment in their VCAL studies, in-
crease VCAL student opportunities for lifelong learning, enhance VCAL student 
opportunities for community engagement and engage them in the various stages of 
the initiative from design through to the end. 

VCAL is a hands-on option for students in Years 11 and 12. It provides students with 
practical work-related experience, as well as literacy and numeracy skills and the 
opportunity to build personal skills that are important for life and work.  The Victori-
an Government has invested $109 million over four years to redesign career educa-
tion, to help students make better career and pathway decisions, and to meet business 
and industry needs.  The Government is also investing $25.9 million to improve stu-
dents’ access to high-quality Vocational Education and Training as part of their sen-
ior secondary schooling. 

Quotes attributable to Member for Northern Victoria Jaclyn Symes:   
“Congratulations to Rutherglen High School on receiving a Lynne Kosky Memorial 
VCAL grant which will provide an important financial stimulus for their school’s 
VCAL program.”  “The Lynne Kosky Memorial VCAL grants support projects that 
allow students to gain skills essential to the workplace and to build strong links with 
industry and local community organisations.”  “VCAL provides important pathways 
to engage and retain students in applied learning that prepares them for future suc-
cess in further education, training or employment.”                                     

Lynne Kosky VCAL Grant 

It was exciting to receive official notification of 

our school winning this prestigious grant. 

Kerrie Ware and her Literacy class are to be con-

gratulated on their application and planning for 

this excellent project. 

Year 7 to 10 Semester 1 Reports 

Semester 1 reports for all students are available 

via Compass. 

VCE/VET/VCAL reports were uploaded before the 

holidays and Year 7 to 10 reports were uploaded 

on Friday. 

Parents and carers should read the reports with 

the student and contact the appropriate Year 

Level Coordinator with any concerns. 

Parent-Teacher interviews are not able to be con-

ducted at this stage due to the coronavirus crisis. 

VET Hospitality 

It is a requirement for VET Hospitality students to 

complete a number of ‘services.’ 

Brooke and her class are planning on running 

some take-away services in coming weeks. 

Please support the school and these students by 

ordering and collecting take-away meals when 

these events are advertised. 

Naturally there will be strong COVID-Safe ar-

rangements in place. 

Mobile Phones 

A small number of students are not following the 

Victorian government’s mobile phone policy. I ask 

parents to work with me on emphasising to stu-

dents that mobile phones must be locked away 

during the school day. 



Lynne Kosky VCAL Memorial Grant  
for 2020 

 
In November 2019 our school was selected as a recipient of one of 8 Lynne Kosky Me-
morial VCAL Grants for VCAL students. The official announcement has just been made. 
The school’s submitted concept is designed to allow our VCAL students to work across 
the VCAL disciplines in the development of a project that further develops the links 
between the local community and our school. The premise is that our VCAL students 
will research, develop and promote the idea of a local community based art and histori-
cal building touring trail with the development of an app.  
 
The project will involve the recording of historical information that would allow interest-
ed individuals and groups to take self-tours of the town and be able to listen to historical, 
cultural and current information about the former gold rush town. The trail will be updat-
ed each year with new VCAL students and the grant will assist in producing the app, ma-
terials, signs and additional promotional needs to further promote Rutherglen, and the 
sole secondary education provider in the town, Rutherglen High School.  
 
The Lynne Kosky Memorial Grant and our approach, will assist in reinforcing the work 
that our vibrant aRTS Rutherglen group has begun with the Portal Project (an artistic 
depiction of the history associated with various shops in town) and also support the pro-
motion of the town through the Rutherglen Information Centre and their walking trails. 
Indigo Shire has been very supportive as well, with the students also invited to develop 
short walks for the October Festival of Short Walks. The school and community liaison is 
an important part of the process: Local identities Irene Webster from aRTS Rutherglen 
and historian Ian Stones have both generously worked with the students, and Nadine 
Simpson and Alex Campbell from the Rutherglen Information Centre have been very 
helpful in assisting with contacts for the students. Various businesses have responded to 
students’ emails asking for extra information about the particular building or site. 
 
The walking trail app will be supported with researched information about each key stop 
on the walk and reinforced with a recorded reading of the information as an addition and 
alternative to the existing written information. Local identity and ABC broadcaster Ray 
Tirrell has volunteered to read and record the information for the app. 
 
The students are working with various organisations as the researchers, promoters, de-
velopers and spokespeople for the project and as such, many of the core principles of 
VCAL have been addressed: negotiating the curriculum, sharing knowledge, connecting 
with community, integrating learning and promoting diversity of learning as well as build-
ing a sense of self- worth and self- confidence, qualities the students have acknowledged 
they have felt in a related project we developed last year to promote our school to the 
community.      -   Kerrie Ware 

           VCAL CLASS OF 2020 

 

Caleb ANDISON 

Rikki ARNOL 

Eden CREAMER 

Ella DRUMGOLD 

Shaylee FROST 

Blair HANLEY-ANDERSON 

Jasmine HEATH 

Maddison  Hocking 

Thomas KILPATRICK 

Natasha NEELY 

Ivan ROGERS 

Kehlee ROSE 

Will SHANNON 

Jye TAYLOR 

Josh TREFFERS 

Gemma WARBURTON 

Jordan WEIR-SMITH 

Darcy WILLIAMS 

Student comments: 

Kehlee Rose: I have learnt some new information 

about the history of Rutherglen and I enjoyed plan-

ning a lunch for Mr Stones so we could learn more. I 

have also learnt that there are new art portals for our 

walking trail app which is really cool to know about as 

they will help the community to understand the histo-

ry of our town. Thanks to Mrs Webster for talking to 

our group. 

Eden Creamer: It has been fantastic to learn the histo-

ry of our town. I have really enjoyed being a part of 

this project alongside my classmates, especially being 

involved in the organisation of events. 

Will Shannon: My task for this project was to create a 

walking trail and map around Rutherglen as part of 

Indigo Shire’s Festival of Short Walks. I enjoyed this 

project because I got to learn a lot about all the old 

buildings and the history behind them. I also enjoyed 

talking to some of the locals who had a deep under-

standing of the town and its art and buildings. 

Maddy Hocking: Working on the Walking Trail app 

has taught me a lot more about Rutherglen’s history 

and how the town has developed. 

Darcy Williams: While working on the walking trail 

app I have learnt many skills from making maps to 

emailing, editing and talking to community members. 

Rikki Arnol: Working on the Walking Trail app has 

helped me to understand Rutherglen. A big thanks to 

everyone who has helped. 

Shaylee Frost: So far, while working on the Walking 

Trail app I have learnt a lot about different parts of 

Rutherglen and the different buildings of Rutherglen. I 

have enjoyed working on the streetscape and map of 

Rutherglen. 

Gemma Warburton: I enjoyed working on the walking 

trail app with the other VCAL students. I am hoping 

that this project helps the community the way we 

planned. 

Blair Hanley- Anderson: It’s been fantastic learning 

about the town of Rutherglen and I have picked up 

some good editing skills through the process. 

Jye Taylor: Working on the walking trail app has 

taught me a lot more about Rutherglen and its history 

and I have improved my research and editing skills. 

 

Thomas Kilpatrick: I have really enjoyed doing the 

walking trail app work because you get to explore 

Rutherglen. I’ve also learnt a lot about old build-

ings in Rutherglen doing this project. 

Ivan Rogers: While working on this project, I have 

learnt how to make a walking trail app and I have 

learnt about the buildings. I have enjoyed the 

project. 

Jordan Weir Smith: During the walking trail pro-

ject I have learnt more about Rutherglen build-

ings. 

Caleb Andison: During our work on the Walking 

Trail app I have learnt a lot about the Rutherglen 

Community and the history of the town. Cheers. 

Natasha Neely: I really enjoyed working on the 

walking trail and learning about the history of 

Rutherglen. 

Jasmine Heath: I have really enjoyed getting to 

know more about the history of Rutherglen. I 

have also enjoyed the process of communication, 

organising events and hosting guests. I would like 

to say thank you to everyone in the town who has 

helped us develop our app. 



PRIVACY POLICY 

 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and 
stores student and parent/guardian personal 
information for standard school functions or 
where permitted by law, as stated in 
the Schools’ Privacy Policy 
Please take time to remind yourself of the 
school’s collection statement, found on our 
website under: 
 

About Us—School Policies 
Privacy Policy 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

TEXTILES  YEAR 8 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx

