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RESUMPTION OF ON-SITE LEARNING AT RUTHERGLEN HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Despite confusing and sometimes conflicting media reports, on-site learning starts next week. 

 

12 – 16 October (second week of Term 4)  

All students return to on-site learning at schools in regional Victoria with an optional staggered start. 

Note:  All students will return to on-site attendance at RHS on Monday 12th October! 

 

Our return to on-site learning will be governed by procedures laid out in the Education 

Department’s Operations Guidelines. Some relevant sections are summarised below. 

 
 

Section 13.     Reinforce COVIDSafe behaviours 
 
Stay home when unwell  
 

Practise good hygiene 
 

Ensure physical distancing 
 

Students should practise physical distancing where possible. Maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 meters 

will not always be practical in the school environment. 
 

Density quotients of one person per 4m2 do not apply in classrooms and other spaces for the purposes of 

student use, including corridors and other shared areas. 

 

Avoid interactions in close spaces 
 

Students 

Secondary school students aged 12 years and over must wear a face mask while at school and while 

travelling to and from school. 

 

Breaks 

Face mask breaks are allowed for staff and students during the day, but they should be kept brief, when 

seated outdoors having lunch and physically distanced, and ideally used in conjunction with staggered 

lunch breaks to limit mixing between class groups. 

 

Temperature screening  

Based on the advice of the Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer, given the current levels of community 

transmission in Victoria, mandatory temperature testing of all students on arrival to schools will not 

be required in Term 4.   

 

However, should community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) increase, temperature checking may 

be reintroduced for some schools.   
 

mailto:rutherglen.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.rutherglenhs.vic.edu.au/


 

Section 14.     Create COVIDSafe spaces 
 
Make hand hygiene easy 
 

Hand sanitiser is available at major entry points to buildings and is available in every classroom.  
 

Keep surfaces clean 
 

Extended and increased cleaning arrangements have been introduced and will continue. This 

involves progressive cleaning throughout the day to keep surfaces clean and reduce risks of transmission 

from high-touch services.  
 

Students are strongly discouraged from using shared equipment at this time.  
 

Promote outdoor air ventilation  
 

Schools are strongly encouraged to increase fresh air into indoor spaces whenever possible and to 

maximise the use of outdoor learning areas or environments.  
 

 
 

Section 15.     Promote COVIDSafe activities 
 
Limit school access: Visitors to schools and school tours  
 

All schools 

Visitors to school grounds must be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services 

and operations (such as student health and wellbeing services, and safety, cleaning and maintenance 

workers). 
 

To support contact tracing, schools must keep a record of all staff, students and visitors who 

attend on site for more than 15 minutes.  
 

Additional staff, including parent volunteers, must not attend school at this time.  
 

Parents and carers can only enter school grounds if they have made an appointment. 
 

Use of school facilities and playgrounds  
 

Schools may approve use of outdoor facilities on school property such as ovals if the use aligns with 

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) advice for the relevant activity.  
 

Reduce mixing between groups and create workforce bubbles  
 

Creating student and staff ‘bubbles’, whereby student and staff groupings/cohorts are kept as static as 

possible with limited mixing of groups of student and staff groups, can minimise the risk of transmission 

between groups. It can also aid containment in the event of a confirmed case.  
 

Sport and recreation  
 

Regional Victoria 

Outdoor contact and non-contact sport can resume. Indoor sport is not allowed.  
 

Outdoor interschool sport can resume in line with community sport, with health and safety measures in 
place.  
 

Food technology, student cooking and Canteen operations 
 

Food preparation can continue in schools with frequent hand hygiene and no sharing of food.  
 

Canteens can operate with the highest hygiene practices amongst food handlers. 
 

Canteen offerings will be limited and at lunchtime Year Levels will have staggered access times. 
 

Ordering lunch is highly recommended. Microwaves and sandwich makers remain unavailable. 
 



 

Section 15 Continued  Promote COVIDSafe activities 
 

Camps and excursions  
 

Regional Victoria 

Excursions can resume within regional Victoria in line with the Third Step. There is no group size limit (but 

should be in class cohort), but they need to be in line with any specific restrictions on venues visited and be 

for use by a single school at any one time. 
 

School camps can resume for single schools in regional Victoria and to regional destinations only. 
 

 
 

Section 23     Mobile phone policy 
 

During the period of learning from home, students may have become used to using mobile phones during 

the school day.  
 

With the return to on-site learning, it is critical that students and staff understand that the Department’s 

Students Using Mobile Phones Policy remains in place to ensure appropriate use of technology.  
 

That is, all phones must be locked in student lockers or stored in the General Office throughout the 

entire school day. 
 

 

Term 4 will be relatively short for some year levels and we do have two Public Holidays soon: 

 Friday 23rd October is a Public Holiday for the AFL Grand Final 

 Tuesday 3rd November is a Public Holiday for Melbourne Cup Day 

In order to assist your child/ren to maximise their learning this term, it is essential you have discussed their 

Term 3 Interim Report and considered areas of improvement or work to be caught up on. 

All reports are available via Compass. 

 

We are not permitted to organise Parent-Teacher Interviews at this stage. 

 

However if you have any concerns about the reports or your child’s progress, please contact the 

appropriate Year Level Coordinator by telephone or email. 

Year 7 Claire Megarrity or Ron Webb Year 8 Beth Anderson or Jo Lynn 

Year 9 David Janissen Year 10 Peter Jakober or Mick Dow 

Year 11 Lorraine Foster Year 12 Gail Nancarrow 

 

Laptops have become even more useful in teaching and learning during 2020. 

Please ensure students bring fully charged laptops to school every day.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Regards 

Phil Rogers 

Principal 
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