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Principal’s Report
As the 2020 school year draws to a close, in many ways most of us are breathing a sigh of relief. It really has been a difficult year.
Fortunately, as this Newsletter demonstrates, we have still been able to achieve and celebrate many great things.
 The Year 12s successfully completed their secondary education and with relaxed restrictions were able to have a Graduation Dinner.
 Community organisations were able to present scholarships and bursaries to our students at a very different presentation event.
 The Year 9s had their Bogong Outdoor Experience and Expo and enjoyed their end of year lunch at the Corowa Chocolate Factory
(pictured below.)
 The VCAL Literacy class have developed scripts and information about a Rutherglen Walking Trail that will be developed in an App.
 Students in Art and Technology subjects completed excellent pieces ranging from Dharma’s ‘Shared Spaces’ (page 4) to cakes, textile
Christmas ornaments, Ginger Bread Houses and artworks to celebrate Naidoc Week.
While much of 2020 has been “unprecedented”, the vast majority of students ‘just got on with it’ and achieved great things. Well done
to all!

Chris Phillpot came to Rutherglen High School in 1993. He has held various Positions of Responsibility including Year Level
coordination and OH&S representative. He was instrumental in establishing the very successful VETiS Engineering program
at Rutherglen. In recent years he has been teaching children of students he taught in ‘the early days’, so he has decided to
retire. I am sure everyone joins me in thanking him for his many contributions and wishes him well in the next phase of his
life which is sure to include music, golf and lots of fishing. Thanks Chris!

Staff at Rutherglen High
School wish you all a
safe summer break, and
look forward to another
productive year in
2021.
Regards, Phil Rogers

JANUARY 2021
RHS Office re-opens—Friday 22nd
Teachers commence—Wednesday 27th
Students commence Term One—Friday 29th

Student Achievement Awards - December 2020
The annual Rutherglen High School Presentation Evening could not go ahead in its usual format. Instead we invited a representative
from our partner/sponsor organisations to present certificates and Awards to the successful students, at a COVID-safe ceremony this
morning.
We are deeply grateful to these supportive organisations for their ongoing support of our School and our students.

Councillor Roberta Horne presented Amy Arnold with the Indigo Shire Award for
her school and community involvement.

Rotary Club of Rutherglen President Jim Maden presented Molly Wileman,
Dharma Kotzur and Miranda Pleming (all in Year 11) with Rotary Club of
Rutherglen Bursaries.

Rutherglen RSL Sub-Branch President Craig Williams presented
Australian Defence Force Awards under two separate categories.
Joseph Brooks (Year 10) and Rose Hymus (Year 12) took out
awards for Leadership & Teamwork.
Riley Welsh (Year 10) and Sarah White took out awards as Future
Innovators.

Bill Black and Mark Enshaw represented Freemasons Foundation of Victoria
and the Rutherglen Masonic Lodge.
They presented bursaries to Alexis Heath and Cody Hawking. Brooke Smith
and Elijah Wright also received bursaries but were unavailable for the
Presentation.

Christine Scott presented the aRts Rutherglen Prize to Hataichanok ‘Foo’ Tubsang
of Year 12 to support her future studies in Art subjects.

Kristy Davies presented the Potts & Schnelle Bursary for an outstanding student
in Business and/or Commerce subjects to Year 12 student Jasmine Exton.

Student Achievement Awards - December 2020
Tara Storer (Year 10) was presented with
the Rutherglen Garden Club Award for
her outstanding work in VET Hospitality.

Riley Welsh (Year 10) was presented with
Melbourne University’s Kwong Lee Dow
Young Scholars award to encourage students to pursue tertiary studies, particularly in STEM subjects.

Lilly Ciufici and Brialeigh King of Year
10 received Charles Sturt University
Academic Encouragement Awards.

Jesher Keys and Mia Reeves of Year 9
received bursaries sponsored by
Jaspers Buslines.

Giselle Branella (Year 11) received a Bursary
sponsored by Fallon’s Bus Services.

Sarah White was presented with the
All-Rounder Award for her work in
class and in a range of co-curricular
activities.

2020 School Captains Sarah White and Rose Hymus
and Vice Captains Jordon Compton and Jasmine Exton were presented with prizes and certificates. (left)
They then presented 2021 Captains Miranda Pleming
and Dharma Kotzur and Vice Captains Magnus BurtDouglas and Bylee Allison with the badges of office.
(right)

Student leaders for 2020 and 2021 pose together for one last time.
Once again I thank the various community partners and organisations that make these
Awards (and several thousand dollars in total) available to our School and students.
Investing in our young people is the best investment in our future. I am immensely proud
of our students, some of which are highlighted in these Awards.
Thank you, and congratulations to everyone involved.
Phil Rogers, Principal
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Year 9 Class of 2020
Year 9 2020 will be one to remember. Despite all of the challenges that were
thrown at the group this year, the students still managed to get through the
year in a positive way.
I hope that the students can take what they
have learnt about themselves from 2020 and
continue to grow and develop into exceptional
young adults in 2021. By far the biggest achievement for 2020 was the week-long hike in the
Bogong High Plains. Despite it being a modified
camp this year, a number of students still completed the challenge and furthermore have applied to the Extension programs for 2021.
Unfortunately, we were unable to have a Year 9
Presentation evening this year so we recognised
the students and their achievements at their
luncheon at the Corowa Chocolate factory.
Well done to all Year 9 students of 2020.
Dave Janissen—Year 9 Coordinator

PROJECT: SHARED SPACES
In VCD, you are required to design and create two visual communications linked by a
single theme. I chose to generate a project based on the design brief of a (fictional) client,
The Melbourne City Council. I chose to work on a project that I called ‘Shared Spaces’.
This was based on a design brief from ‘The Melbourne City Council’ which aimed at addressing the issue of drastically reduced habitat available for birds and animals due to
increasing urbanisation. I designed several small, mobile habitats that can be installed on
existing buildings and public spaces as well as integrated into future construction. I decided to create the habitats as letter forms which could spell out the project name in order
to reinforce the concept of sharing spaces. I also designed branding for the project to be
used in multiple communication formats.
- by Dharma Kotzur

Au revoir Marine et Merci beaucoup!
Marine has been our French Assistant every Monday for a whole year and she has helped us learn new French skills. Marine
has helped us improve our French by reading our Vocabulaire and that helped us pronounce the words like a real French person. Over the Remote Learning
period, she recorded her voice saying the Vocabulaire to help us understand it better. She put her time and effort into our French lessons to make it the best
experience it could be. Marine recorded herself dancing to a French song called “Non, non, non”. She made Remote Learning fun and enjoyable for us, so it
wouldn’t be boring. Marine also made a fun PowerPoint called “D’accord ou Pas d’accord”, where we had to choose a side of a question. We are very sad to
see Marine leave, and we are very appreciative to have had Marine as our French Assistant. - Maggie McGhee, Lucy Dunne, Katelyn Kilo et Chelsea Fitzpatrick
Merci mille fois et bonne chance pour l’ avenir Marine! , Madame Folino

Rutherglen Walking Trail
Information for our students, staff and educational community.
The script that has been researched, collated,
organised into three walks and mapped by the
students of VCAL, as part of the Lynne Kosky
Memorial Grant, has now been recorded.
Our sincere thanks to Ray Terrill who has recorded the three walks for us. It sounds very
professional as you would expect, and he has
generously donated his time. It will now go to
Indigo Shire to be turned into an App for tourists to download and listen to as they do the
walks suggested. The bulk of the grant money
will go to Indigo Shire for the creation of the
App. They have been extremely supportive and
generous to us.

emailed many businesses in the area seeking
information about particular sites. A number of
people have assisted with the editing and correction of details in the script, in particular:
Judith Harrison, Ian Stones, Nadine Simpson,
Ray Terrill and Irena Webster. Thank you all,
once more.
Much of our work occurred during COVID, and
large parts during Remote Learning. Our students deserve credit for their work and their
sustained interest. It has been a very fulfilling
journey.
If you would like to see a
copy of the script, the
school will be happy to
email one to you. Otherwise, wait until next year
when we hope to see it
up and running as an App.

It has been wonderful to work with many people in Rutherglen and promote our school in the Best wishes for a happy
and safe holiday.
process. Our students have hosted two of the
local historians at the school for a lunch and
Kerrie Ware
talk, interviewed another over the phone and

Our Year 9 & Year 8 Textiles students created these gorgeous little Christmas
trees, and our Year 10 Food Tech students baked delicious Christmas biscuits
for the 2020 Rutherglen Community Christmas Lunch. Well done team! That’s
the spirit!! . .

GOT TO LOVE . . .

these fantastic Christmas decorations, designed and lovingly

created during Year 8 Textiles by Nonnie P, Lavinia F, Alisha V & Spencer H (tree builder). Check
out the beautiful, careful stitching. Love your work Year 8.! Deck the halls!!!

Last Friday we were able to celebrate and recognise achievements at

Year 12 Graduation Eve, held at Corowa RSL Club. We
wish the 2020 Year 12 cohort all the very best for their future endeavours.

YEAR 7 ART

IMAGES FROM NAIDOC WEEK 2020

Read eBooks, on any device, via the RHS website. Log in with
your RHS student code & computer password. Happy Holiday
Reading.!!!



To Whom it may concern,
Mandy Kay and Maureen O'Donoghue are retiring this year
after over 20 years at Rutherglen Kindergarten!! Unfortunately due to COVID it has made celebrations hard. If families/students have any well wishes for them (cards, photos
or stories) please email them to Jo Lucas kinder@inh.org.au
or drop them in to Rutherglen Kindergarten at 169 High
Street (Postal: 168 High Street) Rutherglen.
Thank you so much, Jo

