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School Council Elections -
Information for Parents

WHAT 15 A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES
IT DO?

Al govemment schools in Victoria hawe 3 school council.

They ars legally consfituted bodies that are given powers to

set the key directions of 3 school within state-wids guidelines.

In doing this, a school council is able to drsctly nfluence the

quahity of educstion that the school provides for its students.

WHD I5 ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?

For most school cowuncils, there are three possible catepgories

of mernbsrship:

=+ A mandsted elected Parent catzgory — more than ons-
third of the fotal members must be from this categorny.
Depariment of Education and Training (DET) employees
can b= Parent members st their child's school as long az
they are not engaped in work ai the schaal.

+ A mandated elected DET employee categony — members
of this category may make up no more than one-third of
the fotal membership of school council. The principal of
the school is automatically one of these members.

=+ An optional Cormmunity member cafegory — members
are co-opied by 3 decision of the council because of their
special skills, inferesis or experiences. Department
employees are nof eligible to be Community members.

Generally, the term of office for all membsers is two years.
The term of office of half the members expires each year,
creating vacanciss for the annual school council elections.

WHY IS5 PARENT MEMEERSHIP 50 IMPORTANT?

Parents on school councils provide imporiant viewpoints
and hawe valuable skills that can help shaps the direction
of the school.

Thos= parents whao become active on a school councl find
their mvolement safisfying and may also find that their
children feel 3 greatsr sense of belonging.

DO | NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE OM
SCHOOL COUNMCIL?

Esch member brings their own walusble life skills and
knowl=dge 1o the role. Councillors may need to dewelop
skills and acguirs knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to
them. YWhat you do need is an interest in your child's school

and the desire to work in parnership with others to help
shape the schoof's future.

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?

The mast obvious way is to wote in the elections, which
arz held in Termn one each year. However, ballots ars
onfy held i more people nominate a5 candidates than
there are positions vacant.

In wiew of this, you might consider
+ standing for election a5 3 member of the school council
+ encouraging another person fo stand for election.

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR
ELECTION?

The principal will issus 3 Motice of Election and Call for
Wominations following the commencemsant of Term ons
each year. All school council electons must be
comipleted by the end of March unless the usual time fins
has been varned by the Minister.

If you decids to sfand for election, you can smrangs for
someone to nominate you 35 3 candidate or you can
nominate yourself in the Parent category.

Department employees whose child i= enrolled in 3
school in which they are not engaged in work are ehigible
o mominate for parent membership of the school counci
at that school.

Cmoe the nomination form is completed, retumn if to the
principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election.
‘You will receive @ Momination Form Receipt in the mail

following the receipt of your completed nomination.

Generally, if there are more nominations received than
there are vacancies on council, 3 ballot will be conducted
during the two weseks after the call for nominations has
clos=d.

REMEMEER

+ Ask 3t the school for help if you would ke to stand for
election and are not sure what to do

+ Consider standing for edecton to council this year
+ Be sure to vote in the elections.

Contact the principal for further information.
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Rutherglen High School

School council election process and timetable

2021

Please contact Phil Rogers if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do.

Consider standing for election to council this year.

Be sure to vote in the elections.

DET vacancies Parent vacancies Community member vacancies

Event Date

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Monday 08 February 2021

b) Closing date for nominations Monday 22 February 2021

c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be Wednesday 24 February 2021
posted

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed On or before Monday 1 March 2021

e) Close of ballot Tuesday 9 March 2021

f) Vote count) Wednesday 10 March, 2021

g) Declaration of poll Wednesday 10 March 2021

h) Special council meeting to co-opt Community members (the Thursday 17 March 2021
principal will preside)

i) First council meeting to elect office bearers (the principal will Thursday 17 March 2021
preside)

SCHEDULE 4: NOTICE OF ELECTI@MANBOR NOMINATIONS

1 An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Rutherglen High School
1 Nomination forms may be obtained from the school andst be lodged by 4.00 pm on /Z2/2021
1 The bdlot will close at 4.00 pm on/Q03 /2021
1 Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the ¢
1 The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership ce
open for election are as follows:
MEMBERSHIP CATEGOR TERI OF OFFICE NUMBER OF
POSITIONS
Parent member From the day after the date of theeclaration of the poll
on 11 March2021to and inclusive of the date of the 4
declaration of the polbn 11 March2023
DET employee member From the day after the date dhe declaration of the poll 2
on 11 March2021to and inclusive of the date of the
declaration of the polbn 11 March2023

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and callin
further nominationswill be posted in a prominent position at the school.

Phil Rogers
Principal
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