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Principal’s Report  

Regards, Phil Rogers 

ANZAC Day 

Once again the School was well represented at last Sunday’s ANZAC Day 

march and ceremony—thanks to the students who participated. 

School Captains Dharma Kotzur and Miranda Pleming spoke very eloquently 

and then laid a wreath on behalf of our school community. 

A copy of their speech is included in this Newsletter. 

Lochie Arnold marched with the 33ACU Army Cadet Unit in Wangaratta. 

Spencer Holland—Champion Rower and Good Sport 

This week I received an email reiterating Spencer’s act of sportsmanship back in March: 

Dear Mr Rogers, 

I am writing to send a heartfelt thank you to one of your students, Spencer Holland.  Spencer 
represented Rutherglen High School and Corowa Rowing Club (under coach Wes Canny) in the 
Year 9 Single Scull at the SSV Regatta in March. 

Spencer stopped to aid another rower from Albert Park College who had fallen from his boat in 
the final stages of the race with a back spasm.  Once the race had finished, Spencer rowed back 
to the shipwrecked rower and jumped in to help swim the rower and his boat back to dry 
land.  Both of the safety boats at the regatta were helping others at that time and Spencer im-
mediately recognised that the other sculler was unable to swim due to his back injury. 

Spencer then immediately made his way back to the start to compete in the Year 10 single scull 
race (which he also won) which makes this selfless deed even more impressive.  Spencer should 
be publicly acknowledged for this wonderful act of compassion and sportsmanship. 

My sincere apologies for not acknowledging this event earlier, but we were initially unaware of the full set of circumstances on 
the day as all coaches were getting other boats on the water and were not at the finish line to witness the event first hand.  

  Regards,  Virginia Lee 

 APC Rowing, Head Coach 
Always very rewarding to hear great things about our 

students but this does seem to be an extraordinary effort. 

Well done Spencer! 



This is the ANZAC Day speech given by School Captains Dharma Kotzur and Miranda Pleming: 

This year Australia celebrates a century of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) and their numerous 

contributions to our society in both conflict and upholding peace.  

The RAAF was originally formed as the Air Flying Corps, then re-named the Australian Air Force and 

finally the Royal Australian Air Force. 

The Australian Air Force officially formed on March 31 1921 so this year marks one hundred years of 

service and today, on ANZAC day, we take the time to recognise and pay our respects to some to the 

members of our community who have served in this branch.  

Today we want to recognise and remember an RAAF Rutherglen hero from World War II - John Hudson 

Wilkinson. He was born on the 18 of February 1914 in Rutherglen, our local hero grew up during the 

First World War to enlist as a soldier during WW2. Before volunteering Wilkinson was a pharmaceutical 

chemist, his dedication to helping people already evident in these early stages of his life.  

On the 2
nd

 of September 1940, John Hudson Wilkinson joined the Royal Australian Airforce, as a pilot in 

unit number 83. It was in the Department of Air that flying officer Wilkinson, who was attached to a Path-

finder Squadron, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in the March of 1944. He was promoted 

soon after, reaching the rank of Lieutenant. Reports claimed him as exceptional, a local newspaper 

even writing about his achievements and feats. 

“Pilot Officer Wilkinson is an air gunner of great ability and determination. He has taken part in a large 

number of operational sorties, many of which have been against some of Germany’s most heavily de-

fended targets. On one occasion, in March 1944, when engaged in an attack on Stuttgart, a Junkers 88 

pilot attacked the aircraft five times, but Pilot Officer Wilkinson, by his accurate directions to his captain 

and coolly aimed return fire, drove off the enemy aircraft in a badly damaged condition. At all times, his 

unwavering devotion to duty and constant alertness have inspired confidence in his crew.” 

Unfortunately, as many do during war, our local pilot lost his life fighting for the allied forces. John Wil-

kinson had flown many missions between 1940 when he joined the RAAF and his final mission in 1944. 

A newspaper clipping dealt the devastating news that the R.A.F. pathfinder, John Hudson Wilkinson had 

been reported missing and presumed to have lost his life in air operations over East Prussia on the 30
th
 

of August, 1944.  

Wilkinson died before he could see the end of the war, but we are here today to thank him for his contri-

butions to the war effort, because his sacrifice has allowed us all to live peacefully in the country we call 

home.  

John Hudson Wilkinson’s story is just one of many, 

and whilst we are honoured to have been able to 

share it with you today, we also bow our heads and 

pay our respects to those who served but were not 

individually mentioned today.  

Thankyou 



The Death in the Castle 
 

William woke up to the sound of a, 

‘CRASH!’ He jumped out of his bed, 

put his coat on, grabbed a lantern 

and quietly ran down the stairs. He 

quickly walked to the kitchen, and 

peeking over the corner, he spots 

his sister on the ground. “Oh, hey 

Amelia,” William quietly said, 

“What are you doing?”                                                           

 “Just cleaning up a mess. You 

should go back to bed.”  

“Ok, bye!’ William said, then head-

ed back to bed. 

“Ow!” William yelped, as he sud-

denly woke up. 

“Shush!” Amelia snapped, “Hold 

still…”  She grabbed a sword… 

and, …  

Ashley Lane, Author 

MICRO STORIES  written by Miss Elphick’s Year 7 COMMUNICATE class 

The Castle of Doom    
     Jaz Bradfield-Hogg, Author 
 

Dear diary, 

This is my first entry and may 

be my only...  You have a bit of 

catching up, but long story 

short… everyone is dead. Well 

they’re alive, but dead.  So if you 

don’t get what I’m saying, this 

might help, they’re flesh-eating, 

blood-sucking monsters. I would 

have written in you sooner but I 

only just found you in this large, 

rusty, crusty castle. Wait a mi-

nute! OMG! I have to go! Bye!.. 

D-D-Dear diary, 

I have good news and bad news. 

I’ll start with the bad news first... 

Wait.. please, just please don’t eat 

me… Heeeeeeeeeeeeelp! 

The balcony I stood on 

overlooked a lake with waters  so 

deathly silent it looked like a sap-

phire. I just hoped it wasn’t as rigid 

as a gem. Steeling myself, I leapt 

from the three-story high overlook 

that jutted out from the liken-

covered, cliff of the castle.  

The impact was so shattering, that 

if I was a chair I would be in splin-

ters. The feeling was over in an 

instant, replaced by the warm, 

comforting embrace of the water. I 

swam to shore, the hot sand wel-

coming me. I realized I was finally 

free of my evil, conniving captors.    

 Althea Knowles, Author 

Year 8 FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Chelsea 

Tayla 

Taila 



Talk to staff at the school if you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing. There are also many online resources families can access 24 hours a day. 

Wellbeing services at Rutherglen High School 

Support and wellbeing of our students is a priority at Rutherglen High School. A number of counsellors are available for students to speak 

to by referral. Please contact the Wellbeing Coordinator, Amanda Steer, at Amanda.kaczmarek@education.vic.gov.au. The availability of 

counsellors is as follows: 

 Jess O’Donnell  (Social Worker) – Monday (weekly) 

 Veronica from Headspace  (Youth Counsellor) – Friday (fortnightly) 

 Shannon Cleary, our School Nurse, is also available to speak to students. She is at the school twice a week, usually on Monday 

and Thursday. 

 

Doctor Sally Smith will run a clinic at the school once a fortnight through the Doctors in Secondary School Program. The next clinic will be 

on Tuesday 16th February at The Rutherglen High School Clinic.   All appointments will remain free for the students, that is, they are bulk-

billed through Medicare.   Appointments can be made via the Rutherglen High School link   

          corowamed.com.au/high-school-clinic-rutherglen   or by calling the Corowa Medical Centre (02) 6030 5500.  

 Students can also go to The Clinic during recess and lunchtimes to make an appointment. 

Shannon our School Nurse worked with students to create a positive and informative message for this term—see above. 

mailto:Amanda.kaczmarek@education.vic.gov.au


 
IMPORTANT MEDICAL ALERT - REQUEST FOR COOPERATION & SUPPORT 

 
 
Dear Parents/ Guardians, 
  
We would like to ask for your co-operation in an important matter. 
 
One of the students at Rutherglen High School is receiving medical treatment, which puts them at risk if 
they develop chicken pox or measles. The risk for this child can be reduced by receiving a special injec-
tion as soon as possible after coming in contact with these illnesses. 
 
 It is very important therefore that you let the office know immediately (02 6032 9483) if your child 
develops chicken pox or measles so that the student at risk receives the protective injection at the 
earliest opportunity.  
 
This protection lasts for a few weeks only and must be repeated every time they come into contact with 
these illnesses. 
 
Your child is at no risk whatsoever from this situation. However the health and wellbeing of one of our 
classmates does depend on your help and cooperation. 
 

 Many thanks 
 

Phil Rogers 
Principal 



STUDENTS PARENTS / CARERS 

  

Support Links and Phone Numbers 000 

Available online or phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This 

service is for young people who need to chat with someone 

about their issues,  however big or small they are. 

Available online or phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This is 

a confidential support service that offers counselling and assis-

tance to any person impacted by violence or abuse. 

1300 332 022  Mon-Fri   9am-5pm. This service is for young people 

who would like support with their mental health. You can have ap-

pointments online, over the phone or face-to-face.  It may take a few 

weeks to organise your first appointment, but well worth it.!  

Lifeline is a national charity providing all Australians experiencing 

a personal crisis with access to 24 hour crisis support and suicide 

prevention services.  

Call: 1800 729 367   Text: 0480 017 246   

Email: support@rainbowdoor.org.au  

7 days a week from 10am—6pm.  

Supporting people who identify as LGBTIQA+ 

Available Mon-Fri 9am-5pm for family support and housing.  

                       (02)  6043 7400  

Available Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Child and family, relationship 

and foster care, legal aid services.  02 6055 8000 

Available Mon-Fri 8am-6pm. 02 6022 8888. Services for youth and 

adults: Drug and alcohol counselling, mental health services, gender 

services, sexual health clinic,  positive parenting program, family 

therapy, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Members, 

bush fire recovery program, gambling support plus much more.  

Police  Ambulance  Fire 




