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6th May 2022 Principal’s Report  

Regards, Phil Rogers—Principal  

Every year it is a very positive sign that young people are a key 

element in the commemorations such as ANZAC Day. 

On the day, there were representatives of the three Rutherglen 

schools as well as community service groups ranging from CFA 

to SES and Rotary and Apex Clubs. 

The local cubs, scouts and venturers were also involved as you 

can see in this photograph. 

 

ANZAC Day was commemorated on Monday 25th April, the day before Term 2 started. Despite the unusual circumstances, 

I was fortunate to march with a contingent from the School. School Captains Joe Brooks and Riley Welsh spoke extremely 

eloquently on ‘What ANZAC Day means to me.’ I have since been told by many present how impressive they were. They 

have certainly been well publicised in local media last week and this week. The text of Joe’s speech appears on Page 2. 

Tilly Pinn and Mackenzie Welsh laid a wreath on behalf of the School during the Rutherglen service. Elsewhere, Corporal 
Lochlan Arnold proudly carried the Australian flags, representing the 33ACU Wangaratta. 

Coming Events: 

NAPLAN Tests start next week for Year 7 and 9 students. 

The RHS Athletics Carnival will be held on Thursday 19th May. 



RHS School Captains Riley Welsh, Talyssa Lea, Joe Brooks and Tilly Pinn did a tremendous job at the ANZAC Day dawn service and 
march down the Rutherglen main street. Their speeches were extremely well received. The guest speaker Cyril Cox was excellent in a 
speech from a very different perspective that provided a number of thought provoking questions.  

Edward Albert ‘Tedda’ Brooks was an infantry man who fought in Gallipoli when he was only 20 years old. Albert was the great-grandfather of School Cap-

tain Joe Brooks. Joe shared this account during the ANZAC Day ceremony in Rutherglen last week: 

On the 26th of June 1915, Edward left Australia on the H.M.A.T Berrima and arrived at Gallipoli on the 16th of September. He would spend the next three years 

fighting until returning home on the 24th of August 1918 due to a badly ulcerated leg. Being a survivor of WWI, Tedda settled back into an everyday lifestyle in 

Sans Souci Sydney, soon marrying my great grandmother Elizabeth McClure. They went on to have five children, one of whom is my grandfather. Tedda was 

able to advise and be behind the scenes of the film ‘Gallipoli’ starring Mel Gibson, as he was president of the Gallipoli legion at the time; then going on to live a 

long life, living to the ripe old age of 102.  

My grandfather, Max Brooks son of Edward, grew up as a young boy through WWII. Pop was born on the 1st of December 1931 and can remember growing up 

through WWII in Sydney, he told me a story, at the time Pop was 10 or 11 and he remembers watching the movies with his brother when the Japanese subma-

rines invaded Sydney harbour. Pop told me a message on the screen appeared saying that ‘everyone is to go home and be safe or stay and continue watching 

the film’. 

Pop and his brother decided to stay, but he told me how when they left the cinemas, Sydney was in darkness, the power had been cut off, he was frightened. I 

also asked Pop about school and what school was like in during WWII. He said teachers were all brought out of retirement and had some age about them as 

the younger ones went off to war.  

I not only had family go into war, I also had family who stayed home in Australia to farm and harvest crops for food, for the soldiers and local areas. My Nan’s 

father never went to war, he stayed home to maintain the farm and harvesting crops for food and keeping the economy running whilst war was on going.  

ANZAC Day is a day that I can be proud of who I am and my ancestors. Whilst talking to my grandfather he said ‘If old Pop Brooks never came home from the 

war, we very well might not be here today, you and I’. So, I am proud that I can say my great-grandfather served his time at war, and I can feel proud and hon-

oured to wear his medals and march with my school to remember not only 

him, but the thousands of men and women who fought for our country’s free-

dom. 

The bravery they showed back then is unforgettable. As a young 18-year I am 

grateful that because of them I have the knowledge and choice that I hopefully 

won’t have to fight at war. I am proud and honoured that I can celebrate AN-

ZAC day with my school, my town and my country. 

ANZAC Day  2022 



NYSF  -   What is it?? 

NYSF stands for the National Youth Science Forum and is a not-for-profit organi-

sation to encourage and inspire young Australians to value Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths (STEM) and promote its importance to the wider commu-

nity.  

During the Year 12 program, I was amongst 650 students, all of whom shared the same pas-

sion for STEM as I do. Due to COVID-19, a lot of the program was held online, with only WA 

able to do the in-person events. However, the staff of the NYSF team ensured that despite 

the program being fully online, it was still just as valuable. 

During the program I participated in various lectures and ZOOM calls, not all of which were 

STEM related. Peers often found the most valuable parts of the program weren’t necessarily 

the science related sessions, it was the sessions where we were able to hear from universi-

ties, businesses and esteemed professors directly. However, a fan favourite was the “live-

cross” sessions where we were able to talk to and get a virtual tour of the Large Hadron 

Collider in Switzerland, or CERN, as well as the Antarctica live-cross. My personal favourite 

session was the critical thinking workshop, where I was challenged to change my way of 

thinking entirely.  

Despite having to do the Year 12 program online, I was able to make many friends, which I 

believe to be my most valuable take away from the NYSF. One of the best feelings was see-

ing my friends get incredibly excited when getting to ask their idols all of their burning ques-

tions. I remember it putting a big grin on my face and not being able to take it away.  

But this is not where my NYSF journey ends. Later in the year I will get to do my chosen in-

person events. I will travel to Canberra and stay there for one week where I will be able to 

fuel my hunger for science. 

During NYSF, the motto “By youth, for youth” came into discussion quite frequently, and 

rightly so! It is called the National YOUTH Science Forum, after all. What does that mean 

exactly? It means that I have been presented with the opportunity to apply for the Student 

Staff Leadership program they hold (SSLP). I applied to do the SSLP in the middle of March. I 

was asked to do a ZOOM interview with 60 of the 90 applicants. Last Wednesday, after near-

ly a whole month of jittery anticipation, I finally heard back from the NYSF. Out of over 90 

applicants, I am one of only 30 who get to participate.!! This means I will be, alongside the 

other 29 students, bringing the NYSF’s motto to life, by running the Year 12 program for next 

year’s students as a “Staffie”. As a staffie I will assist with the interviews and participate in 

various leadership-building activities to prepare for running the program.  

I am very excited to be a staffie, and also excited that one of my good friends from the Year 

12 program, who I was in the most amazing social group of them all with, “Orion” (Oh- Rye- 

On), will get to do the SSLP with me. I am so very grateful to have been presented with this 

opportunity and thankful to Rutherglen Rotary, my family and friends, Rutherglen High 

School and especially my teachers who have been nothing but supportive of me in my jour-

ney.  

  -  Talyssa Lea 

  YEAR 9 FUTURE MAKERS report: 

Lucy Dunne, Jordan Romero, Sarah Trevaskis &  
Emily Lewis are fixing and maintaining the schools’ 
chicken and Farm area. The Farm is very important 
to the School as it holds all of the school’s animals 
including, chickens, cattle, and sheep. They are 
cleaning the area by fixing up the shed. 



On the weekend of Friday 13th to Sunday May 15th May, Rutherglen is hosting a round of the 

Australian National Busking Championships. Two of our students, Tilly Pinn and Lily Ciufici 

will be participating and need your support! Come and see them in action on Saturday 14th May. 

There is a total prize money pool of over $10,000 and Tilly and Lily would love to grab their share! 



From the May Issue of the “Good Times Monthly” that appeared in the recent Corowa Free Press. 

As reported on the previous page, Tilly and Lily will 

be competing for the glory and the prize money in 

the   Rutherglen Heat of the  

Australian National Busking Championships  

        on Saturday 14th May. 

Are there other street performers who want to be 

involved?? . . . 

Use the email buskingheatrutherglen@gmail.com 

or  

Check out Facebook—Busking Rutherglen 



Culturally Significant Dates  

Year 10 have been studying the 

work of New York-based art-

ist Johanna Goodman who 

has been drawing, painting and 

making collages for more than 

20 years.  

In 2015, she began, on a whim, 

the project ‘Imaginary Beings’ – 

collages of people wearing sur-

real garments such as clouds or 

trains or bird wings. She has 

now created several hundred 

artworks in this series. 

The art class investigated her ma-

terials, techniques and unique 

style before designing their own 

response. 

Year 10 Art – Collages  

Rutherglen Rainbow Renegades 

Diversity Group 

LAUNCH   LUNCH.!! 

ALL  WELCOME 

Friday 20th May (day after Aths Carnival) 

             BBQ lunch   -   Live music 

                     Merchandise for sale!  

                                 Bring along some gold coin. 

On The Vine deck, from 12.40pm 



STUDENTS PARENTS / CARERS 

  

Support Links and Phone Numbers 000 

Available online or phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This 

service is for young people who need to chat with someone 

about their issues,  however big or small they are. 

Available online or phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This is 

a confidential support service that offers counselling and assis-

tance to any person impacted by violence or abuse. 

1300 332 022  Mon-Fri   9am-5pm. This service is for young people 

who would like support with their mental health. You can have ap-

pointments online, over the phone or face-to-face.  It may take a few 

weeks to organise your first appointment, but well worth it.!  

Lifeline is a national charity providing all Australians experiencing 

a personal crisis with access to 24 hour crisis support and suicide 

prevention services.  

Call: 1800 729 367   Text: 0480 017 246   

Email: support@rainbowdoor.org.au  

7 days a week from 10am—6pm.  

Supporting people who identify as LGBTIQA+ 

Available Mon-Fri 9am-5pm for family support and housing.  

                       (02)  6043 7400  

Available Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Child and family, relationship 

and foster care, legal aid services.  02 6055 8000 

Available Mon-Fri 8am-6pm. 02 6022 8888. Services for youth and 

adults: Drug and alcohol counselling, mental health services, gender 

services, sexual health clinic,  positive parenting program, family 

therapy, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Members, 

bush fire recovery program, gambling support plus much more.  

Police  Ambulance  Fire 


