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Principal’s Report  
5th of August 2022 

Regards, Phil Rogers—Principal  

Assessment & Reporting 

In Week 2, our Semester 1 Parent-Teacher-Student interviews were well attended. If you did not get an opportunity to speak with 

your child’s teacher/s, please don’t hesitate to contact the School to arrange a meeting with the relevant Coordinator to discuss the 

report and potential ways to improve in the future. Year Level Coordinators are: 

Year 7: Ron Webb & Hannah Grady  Year 8: Jenna MacFarlane  Year 9:  Jo Lynn & Nancy Naughtin 

Year 10: Peter Jakober & Mick Dow  Year 11: Brooke Rasmussen  Year 12: Gail Nancarrow 

Year 9 Healesville Camp, report: 

  What an awesome, fun filled, action 
packed 3-day camp we had! While 
day one at Healesville Sanctuary was 
a bit rainy, we totally enjoyed hang-
ing out with the wildlife and being 
enthralled with the ‘Birds of Prey’.  
 
On to Candlebark Farm Camp and 
mainly blue skies, where we spent 
the next 48 hours: canoeing; climbing 
hills; flying on the Super Swooper; 
playing Gaga Ball; shooting arrows; 
telling ghost stories and eating 
marshmallows around the camp fire; 
balancing and falling off the Low 
Ropes Course; rock climbing; orient-
eering; falling over in the mud; danc-
ing, playing games and testing our trivia knowledge; laughing… lots of laughing; eating fantastic food and having a brilliant time.  
 
Everyone got in there and tried something new and had a fantastic time! Thank you so much to our wonderful hosts at Candlebark 
Farm. What a beautiful spot to spend some time ‘technology free’; reconnecting, team-building and simply enjoying the great out-
doors together.                 (More photos will feature in our school magazine, ’Warriwillah 2022’, available in Term 4.)                   

Senior Years 2023, Information Evening 

Term 3 is a critical time for students to select courses and subjects. 

On Wednesday 10th August we will operate Information Sessions and school visits for various year levels. 

 Current Year 9 students will have an Information Session at 6:00 pm in Room 3 about Year 10 subjects and accelerated VCE 

classes. 

 Current Year 10 & 11 students will have an information session at 6:45pm in Rom 3 about Year 11 and 12 courses and subjects. 

 

Professional Practice Day and Curriculum Day 

Given the difficulty in finding replacement teachers, the Education Department has approved schools taking a whole-school Profes-

sional Practice Day rather than releasing a few teachers over many days. Consequently we will be running a whole-school Profes-

sional Practice Day for all staff on Monday 22nd August 2022. Consequently no classes will operate on that day. 

On Monday 5th September, we will be holding our scheduled Pupil Free Day during which all staff will be engaged in a variety of 

workshops related to local and state-wide teaching and learning priorities. 



Cattle Program 2022 
 

Rutherglen High School once 

again has a Cattle Program which 

is operating in 2022. The past two 

years has resulted in a Royal Mel-

bourne Show which has not di-

rectly involved students. In 2020 

the show was a Carcase Competi-

tion and RHS still achieved success 

as part of a winning Australian 

Shorthorn Borthwick Trophy 

team. In 2021 no Show was possi-

ble due to COVID. 

2022 promises to be a big year for 

the RHS Cattle Program with the 

hope of the first Royal Melbourne 

Show since 2019 with student 

involvement. 

The cattle team has been selected 

and involves the following stu-

dents: 

Kayla Horne, Nikita Larsen 

(Captains) 

Eden Kirk, Jessi Davis, Annie John-

son, Georgie Kelly, Mia Pevitt, 

Abbie Hetherington, Angus Wil-

liams, Lachlan Dunne, Katy 

Pritchard, Kaity Good, Emily Lew-

is, Lucy Dunne, Bella Brookes, 

Talisen Kirk. 

The team has been busy at work over the past few 

months feeding the cattle, breaking in the cattle and 

learning how to lead the cattle. This included sessions 

over the school holidays where students came into 

school to weigh, tie up and lead the cattle. 

We are quietly confident that 2022 will see success for 

our Cattle Team both in terms of the cattle and the 

students in the show ring. 

A big thanks to the following breeders who have sup-

ported our program in 2022: 

Le Martres Beef  

Alpine Angus 

Spencer Family Shorthorns 

Rangan Charolaise 

Ovens Junction Pastoral Company 

 

-    Farm To Table 

Year 7 Science are currently working 

through the unit on Mixtures in Science. This 

week they took on the challenge of Chroma-

tography with some spectacular results. 

Keep up the great work, Year 7! 

Year 8 Science have been busy learning about elements, compounds 

and mixtures this Semester. Making use of our molecule building kits, they 

took up the challenge to build some of the trickier compounds they could 

find. Great work Year 8! 

Hume Senior Hockey 
 

Runners up against Notre dame! 
Extraordinarily well done team!!   A 
mixture of ’regular’ hockey players 
and those who have never played 
before! 
 All students played well with good 
spirit and excellent behaviour. 
Thanks so much to Rob Hill for 
coaching prior to the competition.  



Breeana Shaw, Alesha Shaw and 
Katelyn Kilo designed the new Year 9 
t-shirts, including a list of names of 
all the people in Year 9 on the back. 
They also have the owner’s name up 
the top as seen in the photos. On 
the front of the shirt there is our 
Year 9 ‘Future Makers’ logo and the 
Rutherglen High School logo.  

Literacy - Comprehension 

Is your child able to read, but still struggling to answer essay questions and 

assignments? Here's how to check their comprehension and help them im-

prove. 

Three things you can do right now to help: 

1. Ask your child to explain the text to you 

When children put what they have read into their own words, it helps in 

two ways: 

Firstly, as a parent, you know they have understood what they have 

read. 

Secondly, putting it into their own words actively helps them to com-

prehend and remember the information. 

2. Ask them questions 

If they can't explain the text to you, break it down by asking them questions 

like: 

What do you think this paragraph/story/page is about? 

What do we already know about the subject or characters? (Where is it 

set, who is in the story, what are they like?) 

What else might help us understand the information – are there pic-

tures or diagrams that provide clues? 

Are there any words here that you didn't understand? (Then help them 

to look the word up in a dictionary or through an online search.) 

What do you think the main points were? (Perhaps underline them if 

the book is yours, or make notes. Some kids might even prefer to 

draw quick sketches if they are very visual.) 

3. Wait – take a breath, and let them answer in their own time 

When we ask the above types of questions, the temptation is to rush in and 

answer, or to point a finger at the answer on the page. Don't. 

If your child seems to be taking a long time to answer, wait. Silence can be 

frustrating for a busy parent, but it's actually a sign your child is trying to 

make the connection from A to B to C in their brain. Give them the time to 

successfully find their own way there. 

If they still don't have an answer, calmly ask a slightly different version of 

the question. 

Often just changing one or two words suddenly makes the answer obvious. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/learning/english/english-

tips/build-comprehension-skills/comprehension-help 
 

Looking for books for your child to read?  Check out the  

READINGS  website:      https://www.readings.com.au/kids  

 

Try these fun, number puzzle games:   
  https://www.mathsisfun.com/games/2048.html  
  https://nerdlegame.org/  

 

Numeracy problem solving strategies 

These strategies can be used to help students to solve 

written mathematical problems.  

1. Draw a Diagram 
A diagram is simply a picture that helps you visualise 
the problem. Drawing a picture helps you see the situa-
tion and think more clearly.  
 

2. Guess and Check 
Try guessing an answer and seeing if it works. If not, 
try another and compare. The more logical guesses 
you make which are wrong, the closer you are to find-
ing the solution. Mathematical researchers do this all 
the time. Thomas Edison once said ‘I have not failed. 
I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.’ 
 

3. Work Backwards 
Can you solve the problem by starting at the end of the 
question? Sometimes we can find the solution by work-
ing backwards. This strategy works really well when 
there is missing information at the beginning of the 
problem. 
 

4. Identify Patterns 
Look for patterns. Our entire world is full of patterns 
and maths is often the language we use to describe 
patterns. 
 

5. Make a Table 
Sometimes problems give you lots of data which can 
be tricky to organise. It can be helpful to set out the 
data using rows and columns to make a table. 
  

6. Make a List 
Making a list of all the possible answers to a problem 
can help you to keep track of your thinking and prove 
that you haven’t just guessed.  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/learning/english/english-tips/build-comprehension-skills/comprehension-help
https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/learning/english/english-tips/build-comprehension-skills/comprehension-help
https://www.readings.com.au/kids
https://www.mathsisfun.com/games/2048.html
https://nerdlegame.org/


Culturally  Significant  Dates 

Download the Wheelers 

ePlatform app.     

Use your RHS computer login details. 

See your Library staff and English teachers 

for help. 

4 August - National Aboriginal and Islander Children’s Day  
This day was first observed in 1988 and each year it has special theme. The Secretariat 
of National Aboriginal and Islander Child Care produce a poster to celebrate the day.  

Any student interested in entering the Write 

Around the Murray Writing Competition, 

please ask your English Teacher for details (or see 

Ms Ware).  Entries for short story (word length 

1000 words 7-8, 1500 words 9-10, 11-12) and/or 

poetry (2 poems maximum).       Theme:   Playing 

with Story. 

Go to RHS website. Click on eBooks link   OR   download the app.   See your Library staff for assistance :)   



STUDENTS PARENTS / CARERS 

  

Support Links and Phone Numbers 000 

Available online or phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This 

service is for young people who need to chat with someone 

about their issues,  however big or small they are. 

Available online or phone 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This is 

a confidential support service that offers counselling and assis-

tance to any person impacted by violence or abuse. 

1300 332 022  Mon-Fri   9am-5pm. This service is for young people 

who would like support with their mental health. You can have ap-

pointments online, over the phone or face-to-face.  It may take a few 

weeks to organise your first appointment, but well worth it.!  

Lifeline is a national charity providing all Australians experiencing 

a personal crisis with access to 24 hour crisis support and suicide 

prevention services.  

Call: 1800 729 367   Text: 0480 017 246   

Email: support@rainbowdoor.org.au  

7 days a week from 10am—6pm.  

Supporting people who identify as LGBTIQA+ 

Available Mon-Fri 9am-5pm for family support and housing.  

                       (02)  6043 7400  

Available Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. Child and family, relationship 

and foster care, legal aid services.  02 6055 8000 

Available Mon-Fri 8am-6pm. 02 6022 8888. Services for youth and 

adults: Drug and alcohol counselling, mental health services, gender 

services, sexual health clinic,  positive parenting program, family 

therapy, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Members, 

bush fire recovery program, gambling support plus much more.  

Police  Ambulance  Fire 




